
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

 

September 28, 2021 

 

The regular meeting of the Montross Town Council was held on Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at 7:30 

p.m. at Town Hall, 15869 Kings Highway, Montross, VA.  

 

 

Council Members Present: Terry A. Cosgrove, Joseph P. King, Carolyn K. Carlson,  

 Robert L. Barker, Kathryn S. Wittman  

  

Council Members Absent: Bobby D. Greene, Clinton A. Watson, Jr. 

 

Town Manager: Patricia K. Lewis 

 

Water Works Operator:   

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Mayor Cosgrove called the Council meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The pledge of allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was observed. 

 

APPROVAL PRIOR MINUTES 

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes from the August 24, 

2021, regular meeting. Mr. King, seconded by Mrs. Wittman, made a motion to approve the minutes 

from the August 24, 2021, meeting. The motion unanimously carried.  

 

APPROVAL FINANCIAL REPORTS       

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any additions or corrections to the financial reports for August 31, 

2021. Mrs. Wittman, seconded by Mrs. Carlson, made a motion to approve the August 31, 2021, 

financial reports. The motion unanimously carried. 

 

 REPORTS 
 

TOWN MANAGER 

 Mrs. Lewis reported that the welcome sign at the west end of town was hit and destroyed on August 30, 

2021. The driver is okay. A new sign and parts have been ordered. She reported that she filed a claim 

with the driver’s insurance company and invoices for the replacement parts have been sent to them. 

 

 Mrs. Lewis reported that there was a water break near Campbell’s Auto Sales on September 8, 2021.  
 

 OLD BUSINESS 

Mayor Cosgrove presented a Resolution authorizing submission of an application for a $150,000 grant 

through the USDA Rural Development to help finance a farmer’s market facility at the park project 

area located on Ames Lane/Court Square. Mr. King, seconded by Mrs. Wittman, made a motion to 

adopt the Resolution. Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote:  Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mrs. Wittman, 

aye; Mr. King, aye; Mr. Barker, aye. The motion unanimously carried. A copy of the Resolution is 

attached to these minutes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mrs. Lewis stated that the next Fall Festival meeting is scheduled for September 29th at 6:00 p.m. at 

Town Hall. It looks like it is going to be a beautiful day for Fall Festival.  

 

Mrs. Lewis reported that Virginia Rural Water will be in town on September 29th to do a free drone 

inspection of the exterior part of the water tower. 

 

Mrs. Lewis commended VDOT for cleaning the streets in time for Fall Festival. She stated that a few 

citizens in town tend to leave a tiny strip of uncut grass near the road. She encouraged everyone to make 

that extra swipe to help the town look nice.  

 

Mrs. Lewis stated that Mr. Larry Hinson met with Mr. David Beale, Resident Engineer for VDOT, and 

Carter White, Assistant Residency Administrator for VDOT, regarding the crosswalk near Angelo’s. 

Mrs. Lewis was unable to meet with them. She stated that she did receive an email from Mr. Beale 

regarding that meeting. Mr. Beale stated in the email that the crosswalk was placed by the Town under 

a VDOT permit. It just meets the minimum requirement (155') for stopping sight distance. A vehicle 

travelling east can see a pedestrian in the crosswalk and still have 155' to stop before touching the 

crosswalk. Mr. Beale stated that they discussed Mr. Hinson's idea to improve eastbound driver 

awareness by adding another flashing advance warning sign placed near the Courthouse Corner 

building. This sign would also flash when a pedestrian pushes the button at the crosswalk. This sign is 

not required by VDOT. Mrs. Lewis stated that she asked Mr. Beale how much the flashing advance 

warning sign would cost and if the town would have to pay for the cost of the sign. Mr. Beale replied 

that the town would have to pay for the sign and that traffic engineering thought it would be a $20,000 

project. Mr. Beale also said that if the town controls the gravel parking area adjacent to the crosswalk an 

improvement could be made by shifting the parking area so that a vehicle is less likely to block the line 

of sight to the crosswalk. Mrs. Lewis replied to Mr. Beale that the town does not own that property, but 

that she spoke to the property owner last year about making adjustments to the parking lot. The owner 

of the parking lot was in negotiations with a potential buyer at the time. Mrs. Lewis told council that 

Angelo’s does have permission from the owner to use that lot for parking. She stated that even though 

the crosswalk is there, some pedestrians don’t always use it. Mr. King stated that he was a proponent of 

and advanced flashing light. He stated that he knew the town could not afford $20,000 to do that. He 

stated that we could look at options for grants. Mrs. Lewis said she would contact Jerry Davis with the 

Northern Neck Planning District Commission to see if he is aware of any grants for that purpose. Mr. 

Barker suggested we look into getting rumble strips. Mrs. Wittman stated that there is plenty of time to 

stop if a person is maintaining speed going around the turn. She stated that some people start 

accelerating once they break halfway around that turn. She stated that rumble strips might cut down on 

acceleration. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mrs. Lewis read the Proclamation recognizing the 173rd Anniversary of Andrew Chapel United 

Methodist Church and proclaiming October 10, 2021 as Andrew Chapel-UMC Day. Mr. King, 

seconded by Mr. Barker, made a motion to approve the Proclamation. The motion  

unanimously carried. A copy of the Proclamation is attached to these minutes. 

 

Mrs. Lewis presented Council with a Proclamation observing trick or treating on Saturday, October 30, 

2021 from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Vice Mayor King, seconded by Mrs. Carlson, made a motion to 

approve the Proclamation. The motion unanimously carried. A copy of the Proclamation is attached to 

these minutes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mayor Cosgrove said the grass on the side of the road on the long stretch going towards the new school  

seems like it is a year-round issue. Mayor Cosgrove asked if it is the property owner’s responsibility to 

edge the sidewalk and the curb. Mrs. Lewis said you don’t necessarily have to edge it. But, say for 

instance, if it snows, it is the property owner’s responsibility to clean the sidewalk. Mayor Cosgrove 

said he recently bought a high-powered edger and asked if that was something we should supply our 

maintenance worker with and help knock back some of the growth on the sidewalks. Vice Mayor King 

said he loved the idea. Mr. King said he didn’t think it was clear whose responsibility it is. Mayor 

Cosgrove said hopefully it would prevent people from spraying round-up. Mrs. Lewis stated she would 

look into it and try to find funding options. 

 

Mayor Cosgrove stated the some of the murals needed to be touched up, specifically the murals at the 

west end of town, Bridget’s, the Mercantile Building, and the Carrot Cottage building. He stated he 

reached out to Melanie Stimmell for a quote to touch them up. Mr. King asked how many years it has 

been since they were done. Mayor Cosgrove said about seven years.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Larry Hinson said he hoped we could get a grant for the crosswalk. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

Mrs. Lewis announced that the Westmoreland Volunteer Fire Department will be having an oyster 

roast on November 13, 2021 from 5-11. Music will be provided by En’Novation. The cost is $50 per 

person. 

 

Mayor Cosgrove stated that the old Western Auto and the old newspaper office have sold. The new 

owner has put in creative work into those buildings.  

 

Larry Hinson asked about the old building next to Al Yeatman’s. Mrs. Lewis stated Mr. Howlett is 

going to take that down piece by piece and restore it at another location. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Mrs. Wittman, seconded by Mrs. Carlson, made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to Code of 

Virginia Section 2.2-3711(A)(3) for discussion or consideration of the acquisition or lease of real 

property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in 

an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public 

body and also pursuant to Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711(A)(29) for discussion of the award of a public 

contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of 

the terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in an open session would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the public body. The motion unanimously carried. 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR SESSION 

Mrs. Wittman, seconded by Mr. King, made a motion certifying that only discussion or consideration of 

the acquisition or lease of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, 

where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the 

public body pursuant to Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711(A)(3) as well as discussion of the award of a public 

contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of 

the terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in an open session would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the public body pursuant to Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711(A)(29) took 

place. Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote:  Mr. Barker, aye; Mrs. Wittman, aye; Mrs. Carlson, 

aye; Mr. King, aye. The motion unanimously carried. 

 

 



 

 

Mrs. Wittman, seconded by Mr. King, made a motion to approve paying $1500 to RMS Design for 

consulting fees for preparation of a Preliminary Architecture Report for a farmer’s market structure for 

the Town of Montross.  Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote:  Mr. Barker, aye; Mrs. Wittman, 

aye; Mr. King, aye; Mrs. Carlson, aye. The motion unanimously carried. 

 

Mrs. Wittman, seconded by Mrs. Carlson, made a motion to approve paying $3,000 to Herlong 

Associates for design consulting fees for an athletic court in the Town of Montross. Mayor Cosgrove 

asked for a roll call vote:  Mr. King, aye; Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mr. Barker, aye; Mrs. Wittman, aye. The 

motion unanimously carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

______________________   ________________________ 

Patricia K. Lewis    Terry A. Cosgrove 

Town Manager                   Mayor    
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RESOLUTION 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, this Council finds and determines that local parks and recreational 

opportunities are a valuable part of life for residents and visitors; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council finds and determines that parks, farmer’s markets, special events, 

and cultural arts contribute to the economic vitality of the Town; and 

 

WHEREAS, quality and well maintained parks and farmer's market provide opportunities to 

enhance personal health and wellness and community pride of area residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the development and maintenance of lands for a park and farmer’s market is 

consistent with the adopted 2018 Town of Montross Comprehensive Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town’s comprehensive plan states that the downtown area contributes 

greatly to the small-town character of the Town of Montross and encourages a town park and 

farmer’s market in the downtown central area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Montross has partnered with Westmoreland County through a 

long-term lease of property centrally located in the town on Ames Lane/Court Square to 

develop a park; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Montross is eligible for a grant through the USDA Rural 

Development and wishes to submit an application in the amount of $150,000 to help finance 

a farmer’s market facility on said property; and 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Montross Town Council that the Town 

Mayor or Town Manager be authorized to sign and execute all application documents to the 

USDA Rural Development Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program for a 

farmer’s market, and to enter into necessary agreements or administrative service. 

 

ADOPTED by the Council of the Town of Montross this 28th day of September 2021. 

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

_______________________________________ 

 Terry A. Cosgrove, Mayor, Town Council 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________________ 
 Patricia K. Lewis, Town Manager 
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PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS, the Andrew Chapel United Methodist Church is celebrating its 173rd 

Anniversary and Homecoming on October 10, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, the theme for the celebration is “Faith of Our Founders” in remembrance of 

the many generations of faithful believers who have contributed to the Town of Montross 

in countless ways; and 

 

WHEREAS, on this commemoration of its 173rd anniversary, Andrew Chapel United 

Methodist Church remains as committed today as it was in 1848 to continue nurturing the 

faith of its members and to share the gospel message; and 

 

WHEREAS, our entire community has benefited from the wonderful influence this church 

has led throughout the years; and it is a pleasure to extend this expression of our esteem and 

best wishes to the members of this congregation on the memorable occasion of this 

anniversary;   

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Council of the Town of Montross 

hereby proclaims Sunday, October 10, 2021 as “ANDREW CHAPEL-UMC DAY” in 

recognition and commemoration of their 173rd Anniversary, and extend this expression of 

our esteem and best wishes to the members of this congregation on this memorable occasion. 

 

Given under my hand and seal this 28th day of September, 2021. 

 

 

        ________________________________ 

        Terry A. Cosgrove, Mayor 

        Town of Montross  
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PROCLAMATION: SAFETY FIRST ON HALLOWEEN 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Montross Town Council to promote the safety and welfare of the 

citizens of the Town of Montross; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Montross Town Council is concerned that our young citizens who desire to 

participate in traditional Halloween Trick or Treat activities do so in a safe and orderly manner; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE the Montross Town Council hereby proclaims  

 

SAFETY FIRST ON HALLOWEEN 

 

AND encourages all citizens of the Town of Montross to promote and observe the following safety 

guidelines: 

 

• Parents are asked to supervise the Halloween Trick or Treat activities of their children and to insure 

that Trick or Treat activities are limited to children under the age of 16 years. 

• Trick or Treat hours will be observed from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 30, 2021. 

• Residents who wish to participate in Trick or Treat are asked to leave a porch light, or other outdoor 

light, on during these hours. 

• Parents are asked to explain to children that homes with no outdoor light are not participating in 

Trick or Treat and that these homes should be passed up during these activities. 

• It is also recommended for the safety of our children that parental supervision be extended to include 

insistence that children do not consume any “treats” until closely examined by their parents.  Parents 

should follow the rule “if in doubt – throw it out” where evidence of tampering with packaging or 

surfaces of consumable product exists. 

• Citizens are encouraged to follow guidance issued by the Virginia Department of Health on 

participating in Halloween events in order to minimize the opportunity for COVID-19 transmission. 

 

These guidelines are set forth in the hope that all citizens of the Town of Montross who so desire to 

participate will enjoy a happy, safe, and orderly Halloween. 

 

Given under my hand and seal this 28th day of September, 2021. 

 

________________________________ 

Terry A. Cosgrove, Mayor 

Town of Montross  
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