
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

June 22, 2021 

The regular meeting of the Montross Town Council was held on Tuesday, June 22, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. 

at Town Hall, 15869 Kings Highway, Montross, VA.  

Council Members Present: Terry A. Cosgrove, Joseph P. King, Clinton A. Watson, Jr., 

Carolyn K. Carlson, Bobby D. Greene, Robert L. Barker, 

Kathryn S. Wittman  

Council Members Absent: 

Town Manager: Patricia K. Lewis 

Water Works Operator:  

REGULAR MEETING 

Mayor Cosgrove called the Council meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The pledge of allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was observed. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Mayor Cosgrove called to order the public hearings for the proposed execution of a land lease 

agreement between Westmoreland County and the Town of Montross for the purpose of developing a 

town park; the proposed adoption of an ordinance approving the formation of a joint entity to be known 

as the Chesapeake Bay Region Cigarette Tax; and the proposed adoption of an ordinance imposing a 

tax upon the sale or use of cigarettes in the Town of Montross.  Mrs. Carlson, seconded by Mrs. 

Wittman, made a motion to dispense with the reading of the public notices since copies were made 

available to the public.  The motion was unanimously carried.  A copy of the notice is attached to 

these minutes. 

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any public comments regarding the proposed execution of a land 

lease agreement between Westmoreland County, Virginia, and the Town of Montross, for 

County-owned property identified on Westmoreland County Tax Map 34A2-1-4-6 and 34A2-1-4-4, 

located at the intersection of Court Square and Ames Lane, Montross Magisterial District, Montross, 

VA.  The Town of Montross has requested to lease these parcels for a period of twenty (20) years for 

$1.00 per year for the purpose of developing a town park. There were no public comments. 

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any comments from Council.  There were no comments from 

Council. 

Mrs. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Watson, made a motion to approve the execution of a land lease 

agreement between Westmoreland County, Virginia, and the Town of Montross, for County-owned 

property identified on Westmoreland County Tax Map 34A2-1-4-6 and 34A2-1-4-4, located at the 

intersection of Court Square and Ames Lane, Montross Magisterial District, Montross, VA, and to 

lease said property for a period of twenty (20) years for $1.00 per year for the purpose of developing a 

town park.  Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote:  Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Barker, aye; Mrs. 

Wittman, aye; Mrs. Carlson, aye; Mr. Watson, aye; Mr. King, aye.  The motion unanimously carried. 



Mr. Jerry Davis, Executive Director of the Northern Neck Planning District Commission, joined the 

Town Council meeting via Google Meets.  Mr. Davis provided a brief overview of how the Cigarette 

Tax Board will work to efficiently administer the collection, accounting, disbursement, compliance 

monitoring, and enforcement of cigarette taxes assessed by the localities desiring to join the Board.   

After the overview, Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any public comments from the public 

regarding the proposed formation of the Chesapeake Bay Region Cigarette Tax Board.  There were no 

public comments. 

Mr. King, seconded by Mr. Watson, made a motion to adopt the ordinance approving the formation of 

a joint entity to be known as the Chesapeake Bay Region Cigarette Tax Board, as authorized by Section 

15.2-1300 of the Code of Virginia.  Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote:  Mr. Watson, aye; Mrs. 

Carlson, aye; Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Barker, aye; Mrs. Wittman, aye; Mr. King, aye.  The motion 

unanimously carried.  A copy of the ordinance is attached to these minutes. 

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any public comments regarding the proposed adoption of an 

ordinance imposing a tax upon the sale or use of cigarettes in the Town of Montross as authorized by 

Section 58.1-3830 of the Code of Virginia.  The proposed tax rate is forty cents ($0.40) for each 

package containing twenty cigarettes and two cents ($0.02) for each cigarette contained in packages of 

fewer or more than twenty cigarettes sold or used within the Town.  Kay Hawkins asked if the 

language “sale or use” was a mistake.  Mrs. Lewis said it was not and that the proposed ordinance 

provided a definition of “use” which means and includes the exercise of any right or power over any 

cigarettes or packages of cigarettes incident to the ownership or possession of those cigarettes or 

packages of cigarettes including any transaction where possession is given or received or otherwise 

transferred, other than a sale.  Becky Nelson asked if the revenue come from the wholesale level or the 

individual level.  Mr. Davis explained that the wholesale distributors are paying for the stamp and 

collecting the tax.  When the retailers are purchasing the cigarettes, the taxes will be collected by the 

distributor.  Mr. Davis stated that the State of Virginia has one of the lowest cigarette taxes in the 

country.   

Mrs. Carlson, seconded by Mr. King, made a motion to adopt the ordinance imposing a tax upon the 

sale or use of cigarettes in the Town of Montross as authorized by Section 58.1-3830 of the Code of 

Virginia.  The proposed tax rate is forty cents ($0.40) for each package containing twenty cigarettes 

and two cents ($0.02) for each cigarette contained in packages of fewer or more than twenty cigarettes 

sold or used within the Town.  Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote:  Mrs. Wittman, aye; Mr. 

Barker, aye; Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. King, aye; Mr. Watson, aye; Mrs. Carlson, aye.  The motion 

unanimously carried.  A copy of the ordinance is attached to these minutes. 

APPROVAL PRIOR MINUTES 

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes from the May 25, 2021, 

regular meeting. Mr. King, seconded by Mrs. Carlson, made a motion to approve the minutes from the 

May 25, 2021, meeting. The motion unanimously carried.  

APPROVAL FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any additions or corrections to the financial reports for May 31, 

2021. Mrs. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Barker, made a motion to approve the May 31, 2021, financial 

reports.  The motion unanimously carried. 
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REPORTS 

TOWN MANAGER 

Mrs. Lewis stated that she was going to talk about Chandler’s Mill Pond because she received a letter from Mr. 

Ryan Brown, Executive Director of the Department of Wildlife Resources.  She stated that she believes a lot of 

people think that the Town, or the County, or VDOT have something to do with the dam at the mill pond, but that 

is not the case.  Mr. Brown attended the Town Council meeting and gave an overview of the plan the 

Department of Wildlife Resources has developed to ensure safety, maintenance, and repair of the dam.  A copy 

of Mr. Brown’s letter is attached to these minutes.   

Mrs. Lewis reported that she has submitted paperwork to the State for payment of the American Rescue 

Plan funds. State governments will receive a specific allocation of the American Rescue Plan funds 

from Treasury for and are responsible for distributing these funds to Non-Entitlement Units (NEUs) 

within their state. The Town of Montross is considered a Non-Entitlement Unit because we have less 

than 50,000 residents.  Allocation will be based on the proportion that the Town’s population 

represents of the total statewide Non-Entitlement Unit population.  The preliminary allocation amount 

for the town is estimated to be $404,632, which is subject to change if necessary to ensure the state is 

distributing funds in accordance with Treasury guidelines. Funds will be distributed to localities in two 

equal parts, approximately one year apart. Our first round of funds would be approximately $202,316. 

Funds may cover costs incurred between March 3, 2021 and December 21, 2024.  The permitted uses 

of the payments are: 

1. Respond to public health emergency or its negative economic impacts.

2. Provide premium pay to essential workers or grants to employers of essential workers by

providing premium pay to eligible workers.

3. Provide government services to the extent of any revenue reduction resulting from the

pandemic.

4. Make necessary capital investments in water, sewer, and/or broadband infrastructure.

Mrs. Lewis stated that she would like to have a work session to discuss ways we should use the funds. 

Mrs. Lewis stated that every year, Virginia Living Magazine invites people to vote for the best 

restaurants, shops, museums and more throughout the different regions in Virginia.  This year they 

added a LOVE sign category.  I am pleased to announce that our LOVE sign came in 3rd place for the 

Eastern Region.  Cape Charles came in 1st and NN Burger in Tappahannock came in 2nd.    

Mrs. Lewis stated that the next First Fridays is scheduled for July 2nd.  Special guests are brother and 

sister duo, Virginia natives, Jonathan and Jaylin Brown.  They are a must hear.  Beautiful, soulful 

voices singing a variety of music.  R&B, Folk, Jazz, and Soul. General’s Ridge Vineyard will be 

selling wine. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Mrs. Lewis introduced Mrs. Elizabeth Lipford, Architectural Historian for the Department of Historic 

Resources. Mrs. Lipford gave a presentation of the project overview to carry out the Montross Historic 

District Nomination.  A copy of the presentation is attached to these minutes. 

Mayor Cosgrove thanked Mrs. Lipford for her presentation.  Mayor Cosgrove asked if there was a 

possibility to include some buildings that are located at the west end of town.  Mrs. Lipford said the 

boundaries are not set in stone and that the survey and the research may reveal why they may need to 

look at other places. Mr. King stated that we are excited about this.  Mr. King asked Mrs. Lipford for 

her unofficial thought on the old jail.  Mrs. Lipford stated that they’ve talked about doing a survey of 

resources. She stated that the jail is definitely considered a contributing resource in the district. 



Therefore, it would be worthy of preservation. She stated that there are not many historic jails left in 

Virginia. Mr. Greene asked Mrs. Lipford if they installed the historical markers.  She stated that they 

do. Becky Nelson asked Mrs. Lipford what the expectations were for a town with a designation from a 

tourist perspective. Specifically, what happens when tourists get here and buildings have been 

shuttered?  Mrs. Lipford stated that a lot of towns in Virginia are experiencing that.  Mrs. Lipford 

stated that she felt the best thing to do is to try to market to people that live here to consider reusing 

those buildings for businesses or whatever new uses the town might need.  Mrs. Lipford stated that the 

rehabilitation tax credit is used to make rehabilitation of buildings more affordable than new 

construction. Mayor Cosgrove asked if the tax credit was available only after the historical designation 

takes place or is it grandfathered to people who have made significant investments in property prior to 

the designation.  Mrs. Lipford stated that there is a window in which you can go back a certain amount 

of time.  She thought it might be five years.  She stated that you would have to have very good 

documentation if you wanted to go back and apply for a tax credit for work that was done several years 

ago. Becky Nelson stated that she would like to encourage Town Council to initiate some kind of 

roundtable to bring interested parties together with property owners and show property owners the 

advantage of opening their buildings, as well as making them available for lease to get the ball rolling. 

Mayor Cosgrove asked for a motion to adopt the June 30, 2022 budget.  Mr. King, seconded by Mrs. 

Carlson, made a motion to adopt the budget as proposed.  Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote: 

Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Barker, aye; Mrs. Wittman, aye; Mr. King, aye; Mr. Watson, aye; Mrs. Carlson, 

aye. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Mrs. Lewis stated that the next Fall Festival meeting is scheduled for July 7th at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Westmoreland Volunteer Fire Department. 

Mrs. Lewis stated that the easements are coming in slowly but surely.  She stated that Mr. Riedlinger 

told her that materials have gone up.  She is hoping prices will be down by the time we are ready to go 

to bid. 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

There were no comments. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no comments. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

______________________ ________________________ 

Patricia K. Lewis  Terry A. Cosgrove 

Town Manager Mayor  


