
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

 

December 21, 2021 

 

The regular meeting of the Montross Town Council was held on Tuesday, December 21, 2021, at 7:30 

p.m. at Town Hall, 15869 Kings Highway, Montross, VA.  

 

 

Council Members Present: Terry A. Cosgrove, Joseph P. King, Clinton A. Watson, Jr.,  

 Carolyn K. Carlson, Bobby D. Greene, Robert L. Barker, 

 Kathryn S. Wittman  

  

Council Members Absent:  

 

Town Manager: Patricia K. Lewis 

 

Water Works Operator:   

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Mayor Cosgrove called the Council meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The pledge of allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was observed. 

 

APPROVAL PRIOR MINUTES 

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes from the November 23, 

2021, regular meeting. Mr. King, seconded by Mrs. Wittman, made a motion to approve the minutes 

from the November 23, 2021, meeting. The motion unanimously carried.  

 

APPROVAL FINANCIAL REPORTS       

Mayor Cosgrove asked if there were any additions or corrections to the financial reports for November 

30, 2021. Mr. King, seconded by Mrs. Wittman, made a motion to approve the November 30, 2021, 

financial reports. The motion unanimously carried. 

 

 REPORTS 
 

TOWN MANAGER 

 Mrs. Lewis reported that she and Mayor Cosgrove attended a Town Manager’s meeting with Town 

Managers and Mayors from Warsaw and Colonial Beach at the Old Rapp Taphouse in Warsaw on 

December 7, 2021. They have been meeting quarterly to discuss what’s going in the Town’s and are 

working on a joint tourism advertisement.  

 

 

 Mrs. Lewis reported that she, Mayor Cosgrove, and Mr. Barker toured the new high school on Monday, 

December 13, 2021. She stated that it was impressive and something that we all can be proud of. Mayor 

Cosgrove stated that he was excited about the progress that they have made.  

 

 OLD BUSINESS 

Mrs. Lewis stated that it was a beautiful night for Spirit Fest. There was not a huge crowd. Lots of 

people sat in their cars for the event because it was getting cold. Mayor Cosgrove thanked Angelo’s 

Restaurant for donating the items needed for Danny Riley to make the delicious Brunswick stew. Mr. 

Barker stated that he’d like to see the Christmas lights extended further to each end of town.  

 

 



 

 

Mrs. Lewis stated that she spoke to Scott McNally with Virginia Rural Water regarding the water 

tower. He is still waiting to hear back from Southern Corrosion. 

 

Mrs. Lewis reported that she received an email update from Caitlin Sylvester, Grant Project 

Coordinator with the Department of Historic Resources. The Department of Historic Resources has 

completed the field work for the project in August and they have been working on data entry from that 

survey into their online systems. Debra McClane, who was at the public meeting and will be 

completing the National Register nomination, has begun her research, and will be continuing to 

research and write the nomination through this coming spring. Once we have a draft of the nomination, 

they will send it along to the Town for review. They plan to present the nomination to the State Review 

Board at their quarterly board meeting for approval in June or September 2022 and then it will be sent 

to the NPS for formal listing. Before that meeting, they will host the legally mandated hearing in 

Montross. 

 

Mrs. Lewis reported that the USDA grant application for the farmer’s market will be submitted in 

January 2022. Mrs. Lewis stated that she and Mayor Cosgrove reviewed the Preliminary Architecture 

Report (PAR), and they are very pleased with the farmer’s market rendition. She stated she thought it 

was beautiful and very fitting for our little town. Mayor Cosgrove presented the architectural drawings 

of the market and the location of where it will be on the property. Mrs. Lewis stated there should be 

plenty of room for First Fridays, a playground, and a storybook walk. Mayor Cosgrove stated that the 

cost of building materials has skyrocketed and the cost for the project is going to be more than he would 

like and that the grant money will not get us all the way there for the structure. The architect reduced the 

structure proportionately from her original drawings to try to reduce the price. Mayor Cosgrove 

suggested taking out a USDA loan for the remainder of the cost if Council decides to move forward 

with the design and the size. USDA is offering a $250,000 forty-year year loan at 2%. Payments should 

be less than $800 a month. We could apply for the loan the same time we submit the grant application. 

The $150,000 grant and a $250,000 loan would provide $450,000. The estimated cost of the farmer’s 

market structure is $400,000. That cost does not include benches, trashcans, or playground equipment. 

Mayor Cosgrove stated it might be worth looking at a very low interest loan so that we can use the 

ARPA funds for the playground equipment and some other things in town. Mayor Cosgrove stated that 

the cigarette tax the town is collecting would more than pay for the loan’s monthly payment. Mr. King 

asked if vendors were charged for space at First Fridays. Mr. King said he thought the revenue stream 

the town has could pay for the loan. Mr. Greene stated that the playground part would be advantageous 

to getting people to come to the park. Mayor Cosgrove stated that he’s looking at scheduling apps. Mr. 

King, seconded by Mrs. Carlson made a motion to authorize the Northern Neck Planning District 

Commission to apply for the $250,000 USDA loan on behalf of the town in conjunction with the 

$150,000 USDA grant. Mayor Cosgrove asked for a roll call vote:  Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Barker, aye; 

Mrs. Wittman, aye; Mr. King, aye; Mr. Watson, aye, Mrs. Carlson, aye. The motion unanimously 

carried. 

 

Mayor Cosgrove stated that Mrs. Lewis has ordered the survey for the parking lot proposal. A public 

hearing will be scheduled after the survey has been received. Mayor Cosgrove stated that a survey has 

also been ordered for the athletic/pickle ball court.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mrs. Lewis stated that the heat pump unit has burned up and needs to be replaced. She stated that Ricky 

Landon has given her an estimate of $5,000 to replace the unit, which includes a ten-year warranty. 

Mrs. Carlson, seconded by Mrs. Wittman, made a motion to authorize Ricky Landon to replace the heat 

pump unit and authorize payment of up to $5,000 for the cost to replace it. Mayor Cosgrove asked for a 

roll call vote. Mr. Greene, aye; Mr. Barker, aye; Mrs. Wittman, aye; Mr. King, aye; Mr. Watson, aye, 

Mrs. Carlson, aye. The motion unanimously carried. 



 

 

 

Mr. Watson announced the winners of the Christmas decorations. The list of winners is attached to 

these minutes. Mrs. Lewis stated that she and Mr. Watson talked about offering prizes next year to 

hopefully increase participation of decorating. 

 

Mrs. Lewis stated that Christmas bonuses had been provided last year. She provided the names of the 

recipients and amounts. Mr. King, seconded by Mrs. Wittman, made a motion to give Shelby Saunders, 

Stanley Schoppe, Dottie Lewis, and Billy Sydnor $75 each, $125 to Ricky Landon, $150 to Brian 

Saunders, and $325 to Patricia Lewis. The motion unanimously carried. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

Mr. Greene stated that it has been a busy year for Council and it has been a joy to be a part of it.  

 

Mr. King stated that we have an outstanding Council and it’s a good group of people. Everyone is 

listening and giving each other the opportunity to speak and talk together about issues. He stated there 

is a lot of good teamwork and a lot of good things going on. 

 

Mayor Cosgrove thanked Council for their work and their love of Montross. Mayor Cosgrove thanked 

Mrs. Lewis for her hard work. He stated that there are a lot of good things happening in town. We are 

recovering from some of the vacancies and getting businesses in town. He wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas. 

  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

______________________   ________________________ 

Patricia K. Lewis    Terry A. Cosgrove 

Town Manager                   Mayor    



 

Results of the 2021 

 Montross Christmas Decorations Contest  

The winners are: 

Businesses 

1st place – Montross Brewery 

2nd place – Little Eagles Child Development Center 

3rd place - Walgreens 

 

Honorable Mention 

Yesterday’s Restaurant 

Allegiance Title Insurance 

 

Residential 

1st place – Alison & Melissa Nowacki 

2nd place –  James & Patty Ptucha 

3rd place – Gary & Lynn O’bier Hayes 

 

Honorable Mention 

Stanley & Dontina Gordon  

Warren & Shelby Holden 
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